
Providence District Council (PDC) Meeting Minutes 

Date: Wednesday September 13, 2017 
 

Time:  7:30pm - 9 pm 
 

Location:  Providence Community Center 
3001 Vaden Drive, Fairfax, VA 

 
Agenda:   7:30 pm Administrative Items  

8:00 pm Program 
Zoning Ordinance Modernization and zMOD 

Speakers 
Drew Hushour, Deputy Zoning Administrator 

Carmen Bishop, Senior Planner 
Fairfax County Dept. of Planning and Zoning 

 

1)     Administrative Items 
 

PDC President Jeff Agnew was unable to attend the September meeting, so 
Vice President Erika Yalowitz opened up and directed the meeting. 

 
Vice President Report (Erika Yalowitz):   

Erika noted that the PDC Board had a 2017/18 planning meeting at the end 
of August.   Discussions included possible program topics, Committee Chair 

reports, PDC communication and outreach and building PDC membership. 
Erika also handed out index cards to meeting attendees to write down any 

items of concern or happenings in their neighborhood, relevant to the PDC.  
The cards were collected at the end of the meeting. 

 
Membership Chair Report (Flint Webb):   

Dana Opp gave the membership report since Flint Webb was unable to 

attend the PDC meeting.  Dana noted that PDC was trying to come up with a 
list of HOA and Community Associations within our district.  This list could be 

used to identify potential PDC members.  One potential new member is 
Woodburn Village CUOA.  

 
Recording Secretary Report (Marie Gerritz):    

Minutes for January, February, March and May 2017 were presented for 
approval.  All but February was approved “as is”; February minutes will be 

amended to reflect the correct amount of units (1,100) for the Rotunda 
Association. 

 
 

 



Treasurer Report (R. Dana Opp III):  

A deposit for 2-year dues ($40) from the Dunn Loring Improvement 
Association was made in late August, bringing the September opening 

balance to $980.04. 
 

 
2)     Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting:  

 
Patrick Smaldore of the McLean Citizens Association (MCA) Citizens Advisory 

Committee (CAC) Program invited the community to a discussion of the 
Fairfax County Police Department's recent efforts to address the heroin and 

opioid epidemic.  The meeting will take place on 10/10/17, 7-9pm at the 
McLean Governmental Center (1437 Balls Hill Road, McLean, VA). 

Additional CAC meetings and other information can be found at:  
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/jobs/citizenadvisorycommittee.htm 

 
  

3)     Zoning Ordinance Modernization and zMOD presentation:  

 
The Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zoning presenters were: 

Drew Hushour (Deputy Zoning Administrator), Carmen Bishop (Senior 

Planner), and Casey Gresham (Staff Coordinator). 
 

The Zoning Ordinance Amendment Work Program (ZOAWP) is adopted each 
year by the Board of Supervisors and outlines requested changes / 

amendments to the Zoning Ordinance.  This year, the Work Program 
includes a parallel effort referred to as “zMOD”. 

 
zMOD is a reformatting and restructuring of the ZOAWP which is close to 40 

years old.  The intention of zMOD is to: 
Create a streamlined user‐friendly document, utilize more charts, tables, 

hyperlinks, and be usable on multiple platforms.  zMOD is not intended to 
replace, but be integrated with the ZOAWP and hopes to improve overall 

prioritizing and efficiency of the ZOAWP.  External consulting services will be 
used on zMOD and the selection process for this is underway. 

 
This year, some of the first priority zoning amendments include: 

 
Short-term rentals: These are properties that are rented less than 30 days 

on websites like Airbnb, Flipkey, Homeaway, VRBO and many others. We are 
looking at changes that regulate where these rentals would be allowed, what 

kinds of properties could be rented and how often they could be rented out.  
Rear Yard Coverage: It is increasingly common for residents to add 

hardscaping, like patios, to their yards, but current zoning rules make it 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/jobs/citizenadvisorycommittee.htm


difficult for homeowners with small backyards to do so. We are proposing 

changes to give homeowners living in single family detached homes more 
flexibility to add these features. 

 
Restaurants: We are considering changes to give fast casual restaurants, 

like Panera, Chipotle, or Pei Wei, more flexibility to open in commercial 
areas. 

 
Signs: Because of a U.S. Supreme Court ruling, we must rewrite our sign 

rules to make sure they are “content neutral.” Our current ordinance 
regulates or classifies certain sign types based, in whole or in part, on the 

message on them. 
 

Agricultural Districts and Uses: We are proposing to update our zoning 
rules to accommodate increasing interest in establishing community gardens 

and opportunities for urban agriculture and to address agritourism activities 

on farms such as harvest-your-own activities, farm festivals and other 
special events. 

 
Continuing Care Communities: The proposed changes are to consider 

creating a new use or zoning district to accommodate “full spectrum” care 
and accommodations, such as memory care or assisted living facilities. 

 
 

For additional information about the proposed zoning amendments above, as 
well as other proposed amendments and public hearings, refer to: 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/zoningordinance/proposed 
  

For more information about the Zoning Ordinance Amendment Work 
Program overall, refer to: 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/zoningordinance/workprogram/ 

 
Individuals can subscribe to the Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments e-

mail service to receive periodic announcements about recently authorized 
proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance.  To subscribe, go to: 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/email/lists/ 
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